March 25, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                                 

Contact:  Matt Caruso, (978) 902-7582

Gerry Ryan, (978) 744-8258 or during the day (781) 979-3239

SALEM JAZZ & SOUL FESTIVAL GAINS NON-PROFIT STATUS

SPRING GALA CONCERT COMING APRIL 18

The Salem Jazz & Soul Festival has received notification that it has gained approval from the IRS as a 501 (c)(3).  

“This is significant news for our organization, a status we have worked hard to achieve for the last two years," explains Matthew Caruso, director of Community Relations for the Salem Jazz  & Soul Festival.  "Having been incorporated as a Massachusetts non-profit pretty much from the beginning, this IRS approval, which is retroactive, is the federal recognition we sought in support of our free public concerts and music education programs." 

The Salem Jazz and Soul Festival is currently gearing up for their Spring Gala, “Big Band Blues: A Benefit for the Salem Jazz and Soul Festival,” that will be held at the Peabody Essex Museum, East India Mall, Salem, MA, on Saturday evening, April 18, from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m., (doors open at 7:30).  The evening features a concert with The Boston Horns Big Band with special guests Barrence Whitfield, James Montgomery, Toni Lynn Washington and introducing Kimberly Mantz..

For more information, please contact the Peabody Essex Museum box office or call

(978) 745-9500 or visit http://pem.org/events or www.salemjazzsoul.com.
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